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Sir: 

The Examiner's attention is directed to the references listed on the attached Form 
PTO/SB/08A, which were cited in a search report issued in a corresponding European patent 
application. A copy of the foreign reference is attached. 

Citation of these references is respectfully requested. Please note that European Pat. Pub. 
No. 0 332 812 A2 was identified as an "A" reference in the European Search Report and that col, 
3, line 5 - col. 5, line 44 and Figs. 1-6 were identified as the relevant portions of this reference. 
As the reference is in German and has no English counterparts, Applicant has submitted both a 
copy of the English abstract prepared by the European Patent Office and a copy of EP 0 332 812 
Bl, which is the granted patent corresponding to European Pat. Pub. No. 0 332 812 A2. The 
enclosed copy of EP 0 332 812 Bl includes a set of English language claims, such that these 
claims and the English abstract together serve as a concise explanation in English of European 
Pat. Pub. No. 0 332 812 A2. 


No concession is made that these documents are prior art, and Applicant expressly 
reserves the right to antedate the documents as may be appropriate. 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 


Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information 
Officer. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 023 1 . 
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